
Knowledge Organiser: SUMMER 1 Year 5 Science: Human Biology

Vocabulary Meaning

elasticity the ability of an object or material to resume its 
normal shape after being stretched or 
compressed

dependent/
Independent

being reliant on someone else in order to have 
your needs met/being able to look after your 
self without so much support from another 
person

chronic persisting for a long time or constantly recurring 

stethoscope a medical instrument for listening to the action 
of someone’s heart or breathing 

radiology the science dealing with X-rays and other high-
energy radiation

juvenile relating to young living things 

litter the amount of babies an animal has

vary differ in size, amount, degree or nature from 
something else of the same general class

deficient not having sufficient amounts of something 

advancement a development or improvement

para-athlete a sports person with a disability 

prosthetic an artificial device that replaces a missing body 
part, commonly known as an artificial limb

conventional based on what is already in existence or what is 
already generally done/believed 

Key knowledge – Modern medicine 

Hippocrates René 
Laënnec

Edward 
Jenner 

Florence 
Nightingale

Alexander 
Flemming

Key knowledge – Human development   (Link to PSHE)

Feotus an unborn or 
unhatched offspring                  
of a mammal, in 
particular an                      
unborn human                            
at its early stages                      
of development. 
Gestation period the amount 
of time a mother is pregnant

Life expectancy the amount 
of time a person or animal is 
expected to live. 

Key knowledge – Nutrition (process of providing or obtaining 
the food groups necessary for health and growth)

Vitamins are a group of 
organic compounds which 
are essential for normal 
growth and nutrition –
Vitamin A, B, C, D, E and K. 
Minerals are substances 
found in foods that our 
bodies need to develop and 
normally – calcium and iron 
are examples of these.

Saturated are a type of fat 
containing a high proportion 
of fatty acid molecules. 
Unsaturated is a healthy type 
of fat found in avocados, 
nuts, olive oils. 


