
Mason Moor Primary School

‘Expected Standard’
Exemplification

Writing Y1, 3, 4 & 5
Making ‘sound’ judgements
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‘Expected Standard’
Exemplification Pack

YEAR 1

Mason Moor Primary School



Year 1 Writing



What is being exemplified in this piece?

Writes clauses by:
1. sequencing clauses to form short narratives; 
2. re-reading what has been written to check that 
it makes sense.

Context for writing samples:

In each of these samples the child has had 
support in planning their narrative, before writing 

independently. 

Commentary:
The child can sequence the clauses of their narrative in a way which makes sense and shows 
beginning, middle and end. This is independent writing, although they may have had support in 
planning their writing. The child can re-read their writing fluently and check that their writing makes 
sense. 

Sequenced clauses

Common exception 
words correctly spelt

Children re-read their 
work confidently and 
fluently.
They identify where 
writing doesn’t make 
sense and make 
corrections.

Some use of connectives 
to join simple clauses –
‘but’

1st person recount

Year 1 Writing



What is being exemplified in this piece?

Spells words containing each of the 40+ 
phonemes already taught

Context for writing samples:

Day work, when word banks not provided. 
Children spelling words independently can 

access a phonics sound chart to support their 
spellings, but otherwise make decisions about 

how to spell independently. 

Commentary:
The child has use phonetically plausible attempts at spelling words. Most of the time they are correct 
but on occasion the child chooses the incorrect spelling of the correct sound.
There are many examples in these samples of the children spelling words correctly. They may have 
the errors listed above but the common exception words Are correct and they are applying their 
phonic knowledge although sometimes choosing the incorrect spelling of the correct sound.
Sometimes the child uses an incorrect word ending (e.g. wants instead of wanted).

‘there’ wrong homophone used

‘fury’ good attempt at ambitious spellings

‘ceap’ example of incorrect spelling of correct sound

‘invied’ (invited) good attempt at ambitious spellings

‘medicone’ (medicine) good attempt at ambitious spellings

‘wate’ ‘wated’ example of incorrect spelling of correct sound

Year 1 Writing



What is being exemplified in this piece?

Forms lower-case letters in the correct direction 
using cursive formation, starting and finishing in 
the right place. Some letters are occasionally 
joined.

Context for writing samples:

By the end of Year One the children should be 
able to form all of the letters in the alphabet 
using leader and feeder lines, so that joining 

becomes natural.

Commentary:
The child can consistently form their letters, starting each letter on the line, using cursive font. The 
child may be able to join some letters.

All letters appropriately 
sized

Developing feeder and 
leader lines

Letters formed in the correct direction, each starting on the line

Capital letters are not joined.

Letters formed in the correct direction, each starting on the line

Year 1 Writing



What is being exemplified in this piece?

Writes from memory simple sentences dictated 
by the teacher that include words using the GPCs 
and common exception words taught so far

Context for writing samples:

During dictation sessions the children are read 
each sentence several times and they write what 
is said. They spell the words independently and 

without support from sound cards.

Commentary:
The child can listen to what the teacher has said and write the exact words. They can distinguish from 
the sentence type/ expression when read which punctuation mark should end the sentence. They 
should be able to use full stops consistently, with some correct use of exclamation marks and question 
marks.

Words underlined green 
are Common Exception 
Words

Highlighted yellow are the 
Year 1 suffixes/prefixes

Year 1 Writing



What is being exemplified in this piece?

Secure use of capital letters and full stops to 
demarcate clauses.

Context for writing samples:

Text 1: ‘The Hedgehog’ by Dick King Smith, the 
children were asked to retell the main events 

within the story. The child independently 
completed this piece of writing

Text 2: RE lesson the children were asked to write 
a letter to a character in a Buddhist story. They 
had discussed the task and then the child wrote 

independently. 

Commentary:
The first sample is taken from an English lesson. The second is from an RE lesson, where the focus of 
the lesson was not writing skills. This demonstrates that the child is consistently able to independently 
apply this skill without prompting.

Text 1

Text 2

Year 1 Writing



What is being exemplified in this piece?

Some use of question marks and exclamation 
marks to demarcate clauses.

Context for writing samples:

During English and Non-Core lessons-
throughout their writing the child uses question 
marks and exclamation marks. The children have 
been taught how and when to use each of these. 

This has been modelled to them.

Commentary:
The child knows when to use an exclamation mark or question mark and are beginning to use them 
accurately. There are times when they miss opportunities to use them but there is some evidence of 
their correct use in their writing. The child is able to use them in a piece of writing, when that skill has 
not been modelled during that lesson.

Exclamation marks are 
used independently in a 
recount

The child 
knows that 
question 
marks are 
used at the 
end of 
question 
clauses

In a non-core lesson (RE) the child 
uses a question mark in context 
within a letter

Year 1 Writing



Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.

Year 1 Writing



Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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‘Expected Standard’
Exemplification Pack
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Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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Commentary on the piece of writing
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Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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Commentary on the piece of writing
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Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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Commentary on the piece of writing
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Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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Commentary on the piece of writing
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Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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Commentary on the piece of writing
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Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.

Year 5 Writing



Exemplar analysis of independent writing pieces.
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Commentary on the piece of writing
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