
Knowledge Organiser: SPRING 2 Year 1 History: Significant People - Explorers

Vocabulary Meaning

voyage to take a long trip (usually by boat)

navy a branch of armed forces fighting on, under or over 
the sea

significant likely to have influence or effect

scurvy a disease caused by lack of vitamin c

astronaut a person who travels into space

experiment a planned test to discover something

mission a specific job

orbit the curved path of an object or spacecraft around a 
star, planet or moon

frostbite an injury caused by freezing cold temperatures

polar relating to the north or south pole

crew the whole company belonging to a ship

shelter a place or structure to give protection from 
weather or danger

armada a fleet of warships

raid a surprise attack or invasion

aviation the operation of aircraft

solo on your own, without a companion

travel to go on a trip or a tour

Key people we are studying

Captain 
James Cook

Helen 
Sharman

Ernest 
Shackleton

Sir Francis 
Drake

Captain 
Amy 

Johnson

What does ‘significant people’ mean?

Significant people have helped to change 
the world we live in. 

We are learning about men and women 
who have explored the world and space. 
They have broken the boundaries to make 
things possible. Because of them, we now 
know more.

Key knowledge – methods of travel of the significant people

Space Rocket Ship Aircraft Polar explorer


